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CLERGY 


To the Reverend the 


OF THE 
CITY of LOV Do. 


HEN TI drew up theſe Papers, I 
had little Thought of making 
them more public, than by ſpeaking 
them at the Time of our Meeting: But 


upon reviewing them fince, and ſhewing 


them to ſome particular Friends, whoſe 
Zeal for their King and Country, as wel! 
as for the Advancement oi Picty and Re- 
ligion, is unqueltionable ; and whoſe 
Approbation may be eſtecmed an Honour; 
they were of Opinion, that I ought to 
venture them farther into the World. 
When 1 was ſatished of this, as perhaps J 
might be too eaſily, all other Conſiderati- 
ons ſoon gave way. I am ſenſible, I ſhould 
not have taken this Step, had I conſulted 


R 
WW 1 o 
A 2 Mi £ "7 ; 
e 
— * 2 4 » = 1 


8 * 
* " 
, 5 7 
\ - 
Ws, 
® „ * 
—— * 
* 


5 ö " 
8 ' RF k 
adi —_— 8 ME x 8 1 


141 


my own temporal Advantage. But 1 
hope, when Duty appears concerned, no 
worldly Proſpects will ever move me. In- 
deed I own I could not be eaſy in my own 
Mind, without contributing my Mite for 
the public Benefit at fo critical a Seaſon, 
As this Motive of doing Good influences 
your Deſigns and Actions, ſo, I humbly 
preſume, you will allow it to be a ſuffi- 
cient Plea in, 


Gentlemen, 


Your moſt affectionate Brother, 


and obedient Servant, 


E pw, COBDEN, 


— liens 
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CHARGE 


TO TAK 


en 


OF THE 


FTE R the Terrors we have been 


CITYof LONDON. 
alarmed with, and Diſtractions 


A and depredations our Country hath 


lately ſuffered by an inſolent and dangerous 
Rebellion; it well becomes us, my Rev, 
Brethren, with grateful Hearts to offer up 
our Praiſes to Almighty God, that ſome 
Stop was put to its Progreſs, and that 


thoſe black Clouds which threatened 
us, 


(6 ] 

us, tho' not quite diſſipated *, are yet re- 
moved to ſome farther Diſtance ;—and 
that we are allowed the Privilege of 
meeting once more, 1n a peaceable Man- 
ner, within theſe ſacred Walls. For had 
our Enemies proceeded with the ſame 
amazing Rapidity they began, and our Ar- 
mies fled before them with the ſame 
Cowardice and Infatuation as at the firſt, 
need not repreſent to your Imaginati- 
ons the Miſzries we mult, before this, 
have really ſcen and ſeverely felt. Our 
Lives and Liberties, and every tempo- 
ral Bleſſing we enjoy, had been at the 
Mercy of our Enemies. And what, I 
queſtion not, is of more Value with this 
Aſſembly, our excellent Religion we had 
probably been deprived of, at leaſt of 
the public Exerciſe of it. 

But theſe fatal Conſequences are ſo vi- 


ſible, that I have no Occaſion in this 


Audience to enlarge upon them.—1 have 
no Occaſion indeed, upon another Ac- 
count, which is, that you yourſelves 
have already diſplayed them to your Con- 
gregations in the moſt lively Colours. 
Like vigilant Watchmen, you have 


This was written juſt before we received the 
News of the providential Victory, obtained by our 
Forces at Cylluden, under the Conduct of our Royal 


Commander, 


loudly 
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loudly ſounded the Trumpet, when you 
beheld your Country in ſuch imminent 
Danger, Not unworthy your Predeceſ- 
ſors in the laſt Century, and animated 
by the Conduct of our excellent Dioce- 
ſan, you have made the beſt Defence in 
your Way, by Argument and Perſuaſion, 
pro æris et focis. You have, in a great 
Meaſure, opened the Eyes of the King- 
dom, and inſpited even thoſe, who have 
too little Affection for the pureſt Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, at leaſt with a juſt 
Abhorrence and Deteſtation of what is the 
moſt corrupt Part of it, and, I verily be- 
lieve, the moſt cruel and ſanguinary of 
all the Religions in the World, Its 
Barbarity we have been ſufnciently con- 
vinced of by dear-bought Experience, 
The Terrors and diſmal Apprehenſions 
of Popery were apparently, under God, in 
this Day of our Diſtreſs, our greateſt 
Stay and Security ; and it was, I believe, 
chiefly owing to the Labours of you, my 
Brethren, and the reſt of the Clergy, 
and I congratulate you upon it, that the 
tatal Conſequences of it were ſo well 
underſtood, and thoſe Terrors became fo 
univerſal, This is what our Enemies re- 
proach and threaten us for, and our 
Friends and Superiors have openly ac- 
knowledged; nay, it has been graciouſly ac- 
knowledged by his Sacred Majeſty on the 

5 Throne: 


$3 ” | 
Throne : Which may He and his Po- 
ſterity fill with Honour throughout all 
Generations, for the Preſervation of 
this excellent Church eſtabliſhed among 
us! Had it not been for this, it is 
more than probable, that Inſurrections 
might have happened in ſeveral Parts of 
the Kingdom, and particularly in this 
great Capital; which might have invol- 
ved us all at once in Blood and Con- 
fuſion, In this then, as we have wiſely 
provided for our Safcty, ſo have we ho- 
neſtly, and in the Sight of all Men, diſ- 
charged our Duty, And I truſt, we ſhall 
be always ready to uſe our beſt Endea- 
vours for the Preſervation of our Reli- 
gion, and in the Defence of our Country. 

Permit me, I beſeech you, to offer 
a few Things, which appear to me condu- 
cive to theſe Ends, 

The two great Enemies to the Peace 
of our Sten, the chief Obſtructions to 
our Happineſs and Security, are evidently, 
our violent Diviſions, and our national 
Sins and Provocations. 

Diviſions we have, and every ſerious 
Chriſtian, every true Lover of his Coun- 
try, cannot but lament them, both in our 
Civil, and in our Religious Affairs. 

It might indeed have been expected, 
that, after ſo critical and public a Trial, 

in 


$a 

in which the Nation ſeemed to combine 
as one Man againſt the common Diſtur- 
bers of our Peace, in behalf of our Pre- 
ſent Government, that this at leaſt would 
have been the happy Conſequence of our 
Misfortunes, that all our little Animoſi- 
ties and Diviſions in State Affairs ſhould 
intirely ceaſe, and all odious Names of Re- 
- proach and party Diſtinctions ſhould hence- 
forth be buried in eternal Oblivion ; and 
that this ſhould be the only Conteſt a- 
mongſt us, who ſhould moſt promote 
the real Intereſt of our King and Coun- 
try. To which 1 conceive we may be 
ſtrictly faithful, tho* we ſhould not ap- 
prove of every Stcp of a Miniſtry. And 
ſuch as evidently concur in theſe glorious 
Ends, ſhould not be ſtigmatized as Ene- 
mies, notwithſtanding they differ ſome- 
what in the Methods of advancing them. 
But alas! pitiable is the Condition of this 
languiſhing State, if, after all our Strug- 
gles and Revolutions, if, after all we have 
felt and ſuffered, mean and private Views 
ſtill get the better of the Public: It 
Factions and Parties ſhall till prevail 
among thoſe who with well to the ſame 
Cauſe, and are lifted under the ſame 
Banner; and, to ſupport them, the worſt 
of Means, Bribery. and Corruption, and 

B even 


[ 10 ] 
even the worſt ſort of Bribery *, that by 
Promotions and Offices of Power, ſhall be 
employ'd in the very Seaſons of our Fears 
2nd Dangers. If proper Talents and ſupe- 
rior Merit, adorned with every Virtue, are 
of little Conſideration ; : and all are ſa- 
crificed to the grand Idols of Avarice 
and Ambition, Unhappy would be the 
Fate of this Proteſtant Church, which 
we fondly Term the Stay of the Refor- 
mation, if, after having ſupported itſelf 
with Honour for near two Centuries, 
and confuted its Adverſaries with invin- 
Cible Reaton, it ſhould now become a 


I call this the worſt ſort of Bribery, becauſe 
what is Pecuniary, tho' big with Guilt and Ruin, 
may be ſtyled innocent with regard to this: As this 
diſcourages all Virtue and Merit, and gives a fatal 
Blow to all laudable Emulation : As it places thoſe 
in Honour and Power, who will probably proftitute 
to baſe, and wicked Ends, what they gain by mean 
and unworthy Arts. Beſide, pecuniary Corruption 
may be tranfacted in ſo ſecret and ſilent a Manner, 
that no one may be apprized of it but the guilty 
Wretches, who are immediately concerned, and 
the Influence of it may not reach farther. Where- 
as, when a very unworthy and unqualified Perſon is. 
advanced to a Dignity of Truſt and Importance, 
this is a public Inſult on Honour and Juſtice, an 
open betraying of the Intereſt of our King and 
Country; gives juſt Scandal and Offence to all who 
are not lifted after the ſame infamous Manner, and 
too great Encouragement to all who are. 


Prey 
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Prey to its own Emoluments, and fink by 
its own Dignities ; which mult be the ine- 
vitable Conſequence, if ever they are pro- 
ſtituted to the mean View of ſecur ing Votes 
in Parliament. Nor can thoſe who have 
evil Will at Sion, contrive a more effectu- 
ual Way to down with it, even to the 
Ground, than by rendering its ſuperior 
Paſtors contemptible. And Honour can- 
not long ſupport itſelf, if there is no Me- 
rit at the Bottom. If ever Promotions 
run in ſuch a Channel, it is eaſily fore- 
ſeen what Accompliſhments will ſoon 
diſtinguiſh the Fathers of the Church, 
and what a noble Emulation to copy 
them will ariſe among the Sons who 
are ſtruggling to ſucceed. For the moſt 
melancholy Reflection in ſuch Caſes is, 
that Merit is as it were diſqualified. Be- 
cauſe thoſe who are endowed with it, 
will not give themſelves leave to apply 
to thoſe Methods which are requiſite to 
advance them ; and their not doing fo, 
is one Evidence of it. It is this fatal 
Partiality and Corruption, which has 


been growing among us for ſeveral Years, 
* and lately carried to a moſt enormous 


Pitch, which has reduced the Kingdom 
to the unhappy Condition of Mitery and 
Infamy which it now labours under. 

B- 2 The 


1 12 

The fad Effects of which have more than 
once been felt in the Courſe of this deſtruc- 
tive War. But this is a very tender Point, 
and it may be thought impertinent in us 
to meddle with it. I freely own I cannot 
bring my ſelf to be of this Opinion; I 
wiſh I could, for it is much the eaſieſt 
and moſt profitable, But it appears to 
mee not agreeable to Reaſon and Du- 
| ty; for what affects the very Vitals of 
our Conſtitution, what deſtroys all Li- 
berty, perverts all Juſtice, and debauches 
the Morality of Mankind, cannot ſurely 
be thought a Topic improper tor a Cler- 
gyman to declare his Sentiments upon, 
This is undoubtedly one of the greateſt 
ſources of all our Misfortunes. Hæc eſt | 
fundi noſtri Calamitas. Here lies the | 

| 
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greateſt Danger of our Ruin; and 
the Watchmen are appointed to little 
purpoſe, if they are not to give notice 
where the greateſt Danger lies. If we 
fear God, if we honour the King, if | 
we have any Tenderneſs to our Country, | 
or any regard for our Safety, it appears | 
to me a Duty to cry aloud againſt it; | 
and we ſhould be unfaithful to our Truſt | 
if we did it not, It is indeed out of our | 

Power to redreſs it, This muſt be re- 
commended to our Legiſlators, as 1 
| thy 
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thy their. Wiſdom and Juſtice. to accom- 
pliſh, But it becomes every honeſt Man 
to declare againſt it; and perhaps we may 
contribute ſomething toward it, by remon- 
ſtrating openly againſt it, by holding faſt 
our own Integrity, and not letting our 
Hearts reproach us for any ſordid pr un- 
worthy Compliances for the Sake of Pre- 
ferment, and by our earneſt Prayers to 
God to inſpire the Minds of thoſe, who 
are principally concerned, with a true 
ren Zeal to regard chiefly the pub- 
ic Good, to act with Impartiality, and 
without parliamentary Views to make 
choice of the fitteſt and moſt deſerving 
Perſons for every important Truſt, both 
in Church and State. This I am per- 
ſuaded would be one of the moſt ef- 
fectual Means, not only of ſaving the, 
Nation, but of raiſing it again to its an- 
cient Reputation, and without this, all. 
other Expedients are to little purpoſe. 
I cannot but be heartily in earneſt on this 
Point, as I am thoroughly convinced that 
our very Being, as a free and Proteſtant 
Nation, depends upon it. And who can 
tell but ſuch a weak Inſtrument as my 
felf, while I am diſcharging my Con ſcience 
with Sincerity, may, by the Bleſling of 
God, be of ſome Service toward it ? At 


leaſt 
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leaſt I may excite ſome abler Pen, te 
do Jnſtice to this affecting Argument, 
and to repreſent the Malignity and fatal 
Conſequences of this Iniquity, in fo clear 
a Light, as may raiſe a Deteſtation of 
it in every Britiſb Breaſt, and'baniſh it 
with Confuſion out of our Country; 
which wants nothing elſe bnt the Con- 
currence of Providence, to reinſtate it 
in Peace, Honour, and Security. | 

As to our religious Differences and 
Conteſts, would to God I could find 
Arguments to reconcile them, or Leni- 
tives to allay them ! But alas! all that 
can be done by Learning and Reaſon, 
by Entreaty and Perſuaſion, was unde- 
niably perforwed long ago, by the moſt 
eminent Divines of this City, Whoſe 
unanfwerable Writings, are a laſting 
Monument of their Zeal and Abilities for 
the Chriſtian Cauſe, and for that effential 
Branch of it, Union and Agreement 
among the Profeſſors of it. Which is ſo 
frequently enjoined, and ſo earneſtly re- 
commended by our blefled Saviour and 
his Apoſtles, that it appears of more Va- 
lue and Importance, than all thoſe Things 
which are contended for. They have in- 
deed effectually confuted almoſt every 


Plea for Separation; and if there was any 
| | Defi- 


| 4 
4 
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Deficiency, it ſeems to be lately well 
ſupplied by the Labours of a worthy Au- 


thor who has managed his Argument with 


ſuch Learning, Judgment, and Temper, 
as I hope will have a proper Influence 
upon our Diſſenting Brethren ; and con- 
tribute to bring us all into one Fold un- 
der one Shepherd. 

Notwithſtanding which, it will be in- 
cumbent on us, to uſe our beſt Endea- 


vours by Writing and Converſation, by 


Zeal and Meekneſs, by Charity and Pru- 
dence, to reſtore the ſtraggling Sheep; 
and to perſuade them to the Communion 
of a Church, againſt which they have 
not yet been able to produce one ma- 
terial Objection: And which all Parties 
have at different Times acknowledged 
may be complied with, without commit- 
ting Sin; ſince there is nothing in it re- 
quired, which is forbidden by the Scrip- 
tures. 5 8 
The moſt popular and common Ar- 
gument, againſt Conformity with our 
eſtabliſhed Church, which hath been 
offered of late Years, is, I think, be- 


_ cauſe it is eſtabliſhed and ſupported by hu- 


man Laws. juſt as if a Perſon ſhould 
diſlike his Wife, and labour for a Di- 
vorce, not for any Fault he can find in 

het 
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her, but purely, becauſe he is tied to her 
by the moſt ſacred Obligations. The 
Foundation of this Objection, I hope, will 
always Jaſt, But the Objection itſelf, is 
certainly that of a wild and irregular 
Imagination, and only ſhews what In- 
conſiſtences Prejudice will have Re- 
courſe to, rather than give up a favourite 

Error. For ſuppoſing a Roman Empe- 
ror, had been converted by the preaching 
of St. Paul, and had confirm'd the 
Charch then collected by an imperial 
Edict, can we imagine the Apoſtle would 
have rejected ſuch a Favour, and that 
Communion with fuch a Church had 
been upon that Account unlawful, or leſs. 
neceſſary? This would be to make the 
Church abſolutely dependant upon the 
State, by a ſort of counter Doctrine, and 
render it unlawful to obey, only becauſe 
we are under a double Tye to Obedience. 
And it would be in the Power of the 
Magiſtrate to deſtroy Chriſtianity, not by 
perſecuting and oppoſing, but by protect- 
ing and maintaining it. This is ſuch a 
way of arguing as appears extremely 
+ſurprizing. Happy had it been for 
the primitive Chriſtians, if their Ene- 
mies had made uſe of this Method 
only of exterminating Chriſtianity. = 

WnO 
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who have any Religion at Heart, and 
wiſh well to Chri/tianity in general, can- 
not but. perceive the Neceſſity there is of 
putting an End to theſe fatal Separations, 
and uniting all their Forces, which are 
little enough when united, leſt we be 
all ſwallowed up by our common and 
moſt implacable Enemy. If thoſe who 
ſeparate from us will not be invited in- 
to the Boſom of a Church, whoſe Rule 
of Faith is the Word of God, it 1s to be 
feared, they may be compelled into that 
where the Dictates of a fallible Man muſt 
be ſubmitted to with an implicit Obe- 
dience. May the God of Peace and Con- 
cord inſpire us all with Wiſdom, that we 
may conſider, before it be too late, what 
muſt be the inevitable Fate of ſuch a di- 
vided Kingdom! 
Our many national Sins and Provoca- 
tions I have hardly Time at preſent to 
enumerate, much leſs to enlarge on : And 
there 1s little Necd of it, they are ſo noto- 
rious: Few ſeem very ſollicitous to con- 
ceal them: Many rather take a Pride in 
them, and glory in their Shame, And 
tho' good Men, in all Ages, have com- 
plained of the Iniquity and Corruption of 
the Times, and perhaps not without ſuf— 
ficient Reaſon, ſince human Nature was 
5 ; C ſo 
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ſo depraved by the Fall; yet I think it 
can hardly be denied, that the Wicked- 
neſs of this Kingdom, both in Principles 
and Morals, hath made prodigious Ad- 
vances even within our own Memories, 
And were our Vices but equal to thoſe 
of other People, we are ſo much the 
more inexcuſable, in that we oppoſe the 
cleareſt Light, and degenerate under ſuch 
extraordinary Means of Improvement. 
It is too evident, that Iniquity abounds 
among all Orders and Degrees of Men; 
and a Zeal for Party and Power ſeems 
to have ſwallowed up all Regard for Vir- 
tue and Religion, The whole Head is 
fick, and the whole Heart is faint. 

If we go to and fro in the Streets of 
TFeruſjalem, the Men of low Degree are 
extremely profligate and abandoned. If 
we get us unto the great Men, ſuppoſing 
they have known the Way of the Lord 
and the Judgment of our God, alas! 
they have altogether broken the Yoke, 
and burſt the Bonds, AP 
And from theſe bad Examples in high 
Stations, Wickedneſs, like a « orrent, has 
come pouring down into the Valleys be- 
- neath, and ſwept away all Piety and 
Morality before it. How open and 
baretaced is Profaneneſs, and what frequent 

7 Oaths 
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Oaths in common Converſation, and Per- 
juries in the Courts of Juſtice, do we 
meet with, as if in Defiance of the great 
Governor of the World? What an intole- 
rable and profeſſed Lewdneſs and 


Drunkenneſs every where prevails, and 


unbounded Extravagance in eyery Article 


of Life? What a Want is there of Pro- 
bity and Integrity in Diſcourſe, and in 
Men's dealing with one another? What a 
general Diſregard for Religion, Neglect 
of public Worſhip, and Violation of the 
Sabbath? What a Contempt of all Or- 
der, Diſcipline, and Authority, as if all 


our Fences, both civil and religious, were 


deſtroyed, and all Manner of Villainy 
were contending which ſhould rife to 
the higheſt Degree of Inſolence among 
us? Oar Crimes are riſen to ſuch a Pitch, 
that they ſeem to be ripe for Judgment, 
and call aloud for divine Vengeance. 
For when a Nation becomes extremely 
profligate, their Sins not. only by a natu- 
ral Tendency lead to Deſtruction, but 
God Almighty frequently takes the 
Matter into his own Hands to be aveng- 
ed of it. Of this We have not only the 
Hiſtory of the Fews, which was written 
for our Admonition, but of other King- 
doms recorded in Scripture, to inform us: 
C'2 and 


L 20 ] 
and likewiſe to aſſure us, that unleſs we 
repent we ſhall all likewiſe periſh, 

I wiſh the Calamities we have ſuffer'd, 
and have ſtill Reaſon to fear, had taught 
us this important Leſſon of Repentance. 

But notwithſtanding the Havock the 
Sword hath already made, notwithſtand- 
ing it is ſtill hanging with Terror over 
our Heads, too many proceed 1n their 
former vicious Courſes, and affront Hea- 
ven with as high and daring a Hand as 
ever, 

This, my Brethren, cannot but fill our 
Breaſts with the deepeſt Concern, not on- 
ly to find our own Inſtructions and 
Warnings loſt upon our People, but that 
even the Diſcipline of the Rod, by 
which Heaven would graciouſly reclaim 
them, ſhould make ſuch ſmall Iinpreſ- 
ſion. You have prudently diſcharged the 
Truſt repoſed in you, in making uſe of this 
and all other Occaſions to awaken them 
to Amendment, Knowing the Terrors 
of the Lord, both temporal and eternal, 
it is our Duty to perfuade them to ſave 
themſelves from this untoward Genera- 


tion. And they, whether they will hear, 


or whether they will forbear, for they are 


moſt rebellious, yet muſt know, that 


there are faithful Paſtors among them, 


Who 
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who will not ſuffer them to periſh with- 
out Warnin 

May the Bleſſing of Heaven attend all 
your Labours !— But whatever the Suc- 
ceſs be, it becomes us, in Seaſon and out 
of Seaſon, thro evil Report and good 
Report, to perſevere in teaching, both 
publickly and from Houſe to "Houſe, 
Repentance toward God, and Faith to- 
ward our Lord Jeſus Chrijl. 
I am perſuaded, it is no other than 
your juſt Cominendation, to be diligent 
and edifying in your Diſcourſes from the 
Pulpit, and to walk before your Flocks 
with the Light of a good Example, But 
yet there is one Omiiſion, which is ſome- 
times obſerved, in general, in the Clergy 
of our Church. And no Wonder if there 
ſhould, for who is ſuthcient tor theſe 
Things? we muit in this State of Mor- 
tality be equal to the Angels, to diſ- 
charge without Flaw every Branch of 
the paſtoral Care. 

However, as it has been objected to 
us, you will pardon my Freedom in 
mentioning it; for it is my {acere Deſite, 


that we may give a good Account of our 
| Miniſtry, and of thoſe who are com- 


mitted to our Care, and that all of us 
may be eternally happy. 
It 
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It is this, — That we are not ſo diligent 
in our private Applications; that we do 
not ſo frequently go from Houſe to 
Houſe, as the Scripture ſpeaks, to in- 
ſtruct, reprove, and admoniſh ; nor re- 
commend Piety in our common Conver- 
fation ſo much, as they think a fincere 
Love of God, a zealous Concern for Re- 
ligion, and Charity for the Souls of our 
Brethren ſeem to require: And that this 
opens a Door to the Diſſenter, and the 
Papiſt, and all Manner of Seducers. 
Having juſt mentioned the Charge with 
Reſpect and Tenderneſs, how far it is 
, juſt, and how much it concerns every 
one's particular Caſe, I ſhall leave to the 
Reflection of your own Conſciences. 
Friendly Admonition and, ſecret Re- 
proof is certainly the Duty, and ſhould 
be the Concern of every private Chri/tian, 
as well as of the Clergy, tho' I am per- 
ſuaded it is too generally neglected, and 
by many who yet have a real Zeal for 
Religion, Thoſe who have a ſtrict Re- 
gard for their own Behaviour are fre- 
| quently too little concerned for that of 
others. It is doubtleſs attended with 


ſme Difficulty, as carrying the Face of 


Unkindneſs and finding Fault, and aflum- 
ing ſome Authority, which human Na- 
ture 
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ture, unleſs diſciplined, can hardly bear. 
And perhaps no Office of doing Good 
requires more Caution and nicer Conduct. 
To render it ſucceſsful, Love and Ten- 
derneſs ſhould be the Incitements to it, 
Courage and Meekneſs ſhould be its At- 
tendants, and there is great Need of Diſ- 
cretion to guide the Execution, When 
undertaken with this View, and purſued 
by theſe Means, by the Bleſſing of God it 
may be of ſignal Service, Or if the kind 
Reprover ſhould not be ſo happy as to 
turn Men from the Error of their Ways, 
he will perform a faithful Part, and de- 
liver his own Soul. Ther ſhalt nit bate 
thy Brother in thy Heart, thou ſhalt in 
any «wiſe rebuke him, and not ſuffer Sin 
upon him. But the more others are neg- 
ligent in this Affair, there is the greater 
Neceſſity of our Diligence. Let us, my 
Brethren, always remember, that Having 
dedicated our Time and ourſclves to 
God, in a peculiar Manner, to promote 
the Salvation of Mankind; this ought to 
be our great and principal Concern, al- 
ways deepeſt 1 in our Hearts, and upper-- 
moſt in our Thoughts. Nor ſhould we 
omit any proper ' Opportunity of re- 
buking Vice, recommending Religion, 
and ſaving Souls from Death, And when 

we 
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we meet with no Occaſions, it is our par- 
ticular Buſineſs ſometimes to endeavour 
to find them, And whenever the Cauſe 
of Virtue and Piety requires our Defence, 
it becomes us not to betray it by a timo- 
rous Silence; but to endeavour our ut- 
moſt to make People wiſer and better by 
all our Converſation. | 

That we may zealouſly, diſcreetly, and 
unblameably diſcharge our important 
Stewardſhip, with as few Deficiencies as 
poſſible ; that we may aſpire after farther 
and farther Degrees of Perfection; and 
enjoy the Comfort of a good Conſcience 
here, and a Prophet's Reward hereatter, 
God of his infinite Mercy grant 


A SHORT 
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A SHORT 


CHARACTER 


OF THE: 


Late Rev. Dr. ROPER, 


Late Rector of St. Nicholas Coleabby, 


Delivered at his Pariſh Church on Palm 
Sunday, 1746. the Day after his Fu- 
neral. 0 


AVING thus far diſcours'd to 
you, agreeably to the Seaſon, con- 
cerning the Death of our bleſſed Savi- 
our ; I cannot 2t this Time conclude, with- 
out taking notice likewiſe of the Death 
of one of his faithful Servants. As it was 
a Cuſtom in the early Times of Chri- 
ſtianity, to embalm the Memory of thoſe 
who were moſt eminent in the Church, 


ich ſome HMogium at their Funerals, ſuf- 
D fer 
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fer me, I beſeech you, out of Affection 
and Reſpect, and ſomewhat, I hope, to 
your Satisfaction and Advantage, to ſay 
a few Things of his Character, who in- 
ſtructed you in the Way to Happineſs 
for above twenty Years (as Moſes train- 
ed the Children of 1/rael) with a faithful 
and true Heart, and ruled you prudently 
with all bis Power. A Loſs, an irrepa- 
rable Loſs, you and all of us have ſuſtain- 
ed, in being deprived, at this Juncture, of 
a Clergyman of ſuch Principles, and ſuch 
Abilities, when our Holy Religion is ſo 
rudelyattacked from all Quarters, when fo 
many have put away d good Conſcience, 
and made Shipwreck of ther Faith. 
It could not but ſurprize and deeply 
affect us, that fo excellent a Man ſhould 
be ſo ſuddenly taken from us by ſuch an 
unexpected Stroke, when a hale and well 
built Conſtitution, almoſt in full Vigor, 
ſeemed to flatter us with a long Continu- 
ance of Health and Years. But the. Judg- 
ments of God are a great Deep, not to 
be fathomed by the ſhort Line of human 
Comprehenſion. It becomes us to ſubmit 
witli Reſignation, and not to murmur at 
the wiſe and gracious Diſpenſations of 
Providence. But rather let it teach us 
this uſeful Leſſon, a Leſſon we cannot be 
too 
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too much reminded of, and which if we 
would but all in earneſt learn, your late 
Paſtor would have been glad to have 
taught you, even by his Death, Not to 
place our Dependance on any Thing here 
below, but to be perpetually upon our 
Guard, and always trimming our Lamps 
in Expectation of the Bridegroom's Com- 
ing; fince we know not how ſoon the 
very ſtrongeſt and healthieſt of us may 
receive our final Summons to the Judg- 
ment-ſcat of God. 

On his Account we have little Reaſon 
to be concerned, who was always fo well 
prepared, by keeping a Conſcience void 
of Offence towards God and Man ; whole 
whole Life was a Courſe of Piety and 
Virtue, and a conſtant Meditation on di- 
vine and heavenly Subjects. And tho' he 
did not make ſo great a Noiſe and Blaze 
in the World, as many of fewer Virtues 
and leſs Talents affect to do, being con- 
tented to let his Light ſhine before Men 
almoſt within the Sphere of his private 
Converſation, and in a ſtill and filent 
Way, by the diligent Diſcharge of the 
Duties of his Function, of which he had 
a large Share; yet it was not in his Power 
to conceal his Excellencies from the reſt 
of Mankind. For, not to inſiſt on any 
| D 2 external 
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external Advantages, ſuch as a Gravity of 


Carriage, a Dignity of Aſpect, and an 


Authority which ſeemed to command At- 
tention, which hardly deſerve at this 
Time to be mentioned ; he was a Perſon 
of extraordinary inward Graces and Ac- 
compliſhments. He had a thorough Ac- 
quaintance with Men and Letters. His 
Study and Underſtanding of the Scriptures, 
the Fathers, and the Records of the an- 
tient Church, kept him ſteddy to found 
and primitive Divinity, and made him 
bigbly value our National Church, mo- 
del'd according to them. He was too 
wiſe to affect Singularities; nor had he 
any Occaſion to broach new Herefies, or 
to revive old ones, to make himſelf conſi- 


derable. He had a large Compaſs of 


Knowledge, a ſolid Judgment, a critical 


Skill in Languages, and ſuch an Extent of 


Learning, as few Perſons can attain to, 
and not many have exceeded. He had a 


very laudable and becoming, but no con- 


tentious Zeal for the Honour of Reli- 
gion, the Rights of the Church, and the 
Revenues of the Clergy ; and with a 
great deal of Good-nature and friendly 


Compliance in the common Affairs of 


Life, had united, in what related to Con- 
{cience, 
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ſcience, a Reſolution not to be ſhaken, 
and a Firmneſs of Mind not to be moved 
by any Thing, but ſound Argument and 
ſubſtantial Reaſon. 

He was, in ſhort, a wiſe and prudent 
Man, an able Divine, an excellent Preach- 
er; but above all, I am well per ſuad- 
ed, a ſincere Chriftian. And had he lived 
in better Times, when Merit was more re- 
garded, he would long ſince have arrived 
at the higheſt Dignities in the Church, 
which he would have been an Ornament 
to, even in thoſe Ages when it was an 
Honour to be called to them. But not- 
withſtanding the Smallneſs of his Income, 
which he managed with a juſt Oecono- 
my, he was above being importunately 


ſolicitous for Preterment, nor would he 


have accepted of any but upon Terms of 
Honour and a good Conſcience; being 
well aſſured, that 4 Dinner of Herbs, with 
the Peace and Serenity of an independent 
Mind, was better than great Riches and 
high Titles, attained by baſe Compli- 
ances and unlawful Means, Hence it fell 
to his Share in the Vineyard, to labour 
and deſerve; and too often to others, of a 


different Character, to reap and enjoy the 


preſent Fruits and Advantages of it. 
Fg | This 
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This he has now Reaſon to rejoice at, 
fince he is gone to that Place where all 
Defictencies will be made ap ; where his 
Labours will be amply rewarded ; where 
his Zeal and Diligence, his Faith, Chari- 
ty, and Picty, will be diſtinguiſhed with 
an eternal Crown of Glory ; where he 
will ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firma- 
ment, and as the Stars for ever and ever. 
Having fought a good Fight, and finz/bed 
his Courſe, henceforth there is laid up for 
him a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 
God the righteous Fudge ſhall give him 
at the Day of Recompence. 

I could have wiſhed indeed, that it had 
pleaſed God to have ſpared his Life a 
little longer, till he had finiſhed thoſe Diſ- 
courſes, which our learned and pious 
Dioceſan, who underſtood his Abilitics, had 
ſingled him out for; and which he in Grati- 
tude intended to publiſh, and inſeribe to his 
Name, Iam perſuaded, his Works would 
have appeared to Advantage among the 
beſt of that illuſtrious Liſt, who had trod 
the Stage before him; and we ſhould 
have read with Pleaſure, as judicious and 
ſolid a Defence of the Chriſtian Religion, 
as hath perhaps appeared in Public. But 
whether God, in Anger to us, deprived 


Us 


* 
» 


311 
us of ſo able a Defender of a Bleſſing 
we of this Nation have ſo much abuſed, 
and who ſeemed ſo well fitted to make 
up the Number of thoſe, who ſhould 
ſtand in the Gap to ſtop the deſtroying , 
Angel, or whether, out of Kindneſs to 


him, took him away from the Evil to 


come ; and by ſuch a ſudden Summons 
without Pain, prevented the 'Tortures of a 
lingring Inquiſition, or a bloody Martyr- 
dom, he alone knows. Alas! in this 
dark anduncertain State of Things, we can 
hardly diſtinguiſh, what are Bleſſings 
and what are Curſes : This to our Com- 
fort we may depend upon, that to a 
good Chriſtian, all Diſpenſations, even 


thoſe which appear moſt ſevere, are Bleſ- 


ſings, and adminiſtered by a kind and 
indulgent Hand. And I am ſure it con- 
cerns us, at this Time, to reflect on 
ſuch Occurrences, as Warnings of our 
Danger, and to endeavour to prevent the 
divine Judgments which threaten us, 
by a ſpeedy and fincere Repcatance. 
This was What he taught you from this 
Place, by his edifying Diſcourſes, and 


in all Places by his ſhining Example. 
Let it be our Care to obierve the one, 


and copy out the other, Let us follow 
his 


321 
his Faith, conſidering the End of his Con- 
verſation: Then ſhall we hereafter, at a 
happy Reſurrection, again enjoy him with 
the teſt of thoſe holy Souls who have gone 
before us in the Faith, | 
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